
Why  
Artsmark  
is right for 
your school

Inspiring young people 
through arts and culture
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What is  
Artsmark?

Artsmark offers a rigorous process and high quality resources 
to support ambitious school improvement. An Artsmark 
award provides strong evidence of how a school is meeting 
its social, moral, cultural and spiritual requirements.

Artsmark is offered at Silver, Gold and Platinum levels.

Artsmark is awarded by Arts Council England, who champion 
and invest in the arts.

Why should 
my school  
apply for 
Artsmark?

Artsmark schools are 
part of a community, 
along with arts 
organisations and 
artists, working to 
engage young people 
in arts and culture.

1548 schools  
in England have  

signed up for  
Artsmark*

Artsmark is the 
national award that 
recognises a school’s 
achievements in the 
arts and the quality  
of its creative and  
cultural provision.

Be recognised for your school’s 
achievements in arts and culture.

“We are proud of the work we do here. Artsmark 
isn’t just a badge for us, it’s not a tick-box exercise. 
Hand on heart, we believe that the arts are 
important to children and make them better people. 

The arts are embedded 
across everything we 
do and they enrich and 
enhance everyone’s 
experiences of school.”

Ruth McManus, 
Artsmark Co-ordinator

Northleigh Primary School

—

Enrich your 
curriculum with 

the arts

—

*as of May 2016
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What  
support is 
provided?

• An audit tool

• A Development Day, 
which you will attend 
alongside other schools

• Expert support 
in the form of a 
Critical Friend visit

• Support from  
a skilled advisor

• Links to professional 
arts and cultural 
organisations

A range of resources 
will support you 
through the Artsmark 
process, including:

—

Bring arts and 
culture to life in 

your school

—

Who can
apply?

Artsmark is open to all primary, secondary, independent 
and special schools and pupil referral units in England.

“Artsmark gives you a focus for developing 
the arts in your school… We’ve worked as a 
whole school to ask ourselves where we are 
with art and where we would like to go.”

Helen Hoarle, Headteacher

Grimley & Holt C of E Primary School

Highlight your school’s commitment to the 
arts as part of your School Improvement Plan.
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Artsmark  
is designed  
by schools,  
for schools
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How does 
Artsmark 
work?

If you decide to apply for Artsmark, you can expect to go 
through these steps:

1. Register your school at www.artsmark.org.uk

2. Attend a Development Day 

3. Submit a Statement of Commitment outlining your school’s 
focus for improvement

4. Develop your arts provision, making use of your Artsmark 
Critical Friend

5. When ready, submit a Case Study outlining the quality and 
impact of arts provision in your school

6. Be awarded with Artsmark at Silver, Gold or Platinum level

Artsmark is promoted in the West Midlands by Arts Connect,  
an organisation that improves opportunities for children and 
young people to link with arts and culture. Arts Connect is your 
first point of contact for support and guidance about Artsmark.

Fees

The basic Artsmark package is £500. Bespoke package and 
small school discounted fees are available. Networks of five 
or more schools can take advantage of in-house training and 
support packages.

Firstly, you should visit 
www.artsmark.org.uk 
to find out more about 
Artsmark and how your 
school can benefit. 

—

 
 

—

Build students’ 
confidence 

through the arts

To read more about Artsmark schools in the West Midlands 
visit www.artsconnect.co.uk 

To discuss Artsmark in your school, contact Helen Frost at 
Arts Connect on 0121 446 3204 or email artsmark@wlv.ac.uk

Contact
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