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Call for proposals to provide Arts Connect with Arts Award 
Supporter services.  
 
Budget is up to a maximum of £4,425.00. This is an inclusive fee (to 
include travel costs). 
 
About Arts Connect  
 
Arts Connect is the ‘Bridge’ organisation for the West Midlands that works to improve 
the access and engagement of children and young people aged 0–19 in arts and 
culture. Arts Connect is part of a network of 10 ‘Bridge’ organisations that cover 
each region of England, funded by Arts Council England to provide a development 
infrastructure. It is an initiative that is run by a partnership of The Faculty of Arts of 
the University of Wolverhampton and the cultural organisations based in Birmingham 
working as Culture Central. The current grant period runs until March 2018.   
 
Arts Connect offer a range of development services that broadly seek to do three 
things:  
 

1) to improve the capacity of the cultural sector to engage more young people in 
high quality arts and cultural activity  

2) to raise the level of demand for arts and cultural provision and engagement 
for young people from schools, other public services and potential investors. 

3) to support the growth of Cultural Education Partnerships across the region. 
LCEPs bring together key influencers and activists to develop a new 
infrastructure for promoting and sustaining arts and cultural education 
(further details below) 
  

We meet these objectives in a number of ways such as providing professional 
development, creating new networks, undertaking communications campaigns and 
engaging with school networks. We provide investment for innovation in new 
business models and in order to help organisations to access new resources. We 
promote Arts Council England’s Arts Award and Artsmark schemes. For more 
information on our services and activities please visit www.artsconnect.co.uk  
 
Context for this commission 
 
Background 

One of our key areas of work is to drive participation in the Arts Award programme. 
Arts Award is a range of unique qualifications that support anyone up to 25 grow as 
artists and arts leaders, inspiring them to connect with and take part in the wider 
arts world through taking challenges in an art form – from fashion to film making, 
pottery to poetry. 

Through Arts Award young people gain a nationally recognised qualification enabling 
them to progress into further education and employment. Arts Award has five levels, 

http://www.artsconnect.co.uk/
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four of which (Explore, Bronze, Silver, Gold) are accredited qualifications 
on the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF). Arts Award Discover 
is an introductory level. 

 
This Commission 
 
Aim 
 

 

Commission Budget 

The inclusive fee (to include travel) is up to a maximum of £ 4,425.00 excluding 
VAT. Your proposal must include a full breakdown of costs to include all expenses, 
goods and services. 
 
What are we looking for? 
 
We will commission a supplier or suppliers who can: 
 
1. Contact NPOs who are Arts Award Supporters and offer to support their 

production of an Action Plan to maximize the opportunties for Arts Award. This 
may include facilitating sessions on a one to on basis with NPOs or facilitating a 
session with a group of NPOs from one geographical area. 
 

2. Match schools who are Arts Award Centres with NPOs who are Arts Award 
Supporters and broker the relationship to support the maximization of 
opportunities for Arts Award. 

 
We anticipate that there will be a maximum of 15 days work. 

 

Support Goal 5 NPO’s to become Arts Award 
supporters through briefings, training and 
advice. Include briefing sessions on how to 
become an Arts Award Supporter in regional 
events. 
 
Encourage Arts and Cultural organisations who 
are already Arts Award Centres to also become 
Arts Award Supporters 
 
Share examples of how Arts Award provision has 
been successfully introduced (such as 
structuring work experience around the Bronze 
Arts Award). 

All Goal 5 NPOs become 
Arts Award Supporters 
 
 
All Goal 5 NPOs are 
involved in Arts Award 
provision at appropriate 
level 
 

By 
March 
2018 
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Suppliers must express how much of this work they wish to be 
considered for (i.e. all 15 days or 5 days).  

 

What will Arts Connect provide? 

The contact details of all NPO organisations who wish to be ‘Arts Award Supporters’. 
Training and support 
 
Timescale 
 
Deadline for proposals: 5 pm on 16th March 2017 
Selection Meeting: TBC 
Contract start date: 1st April 2017 
Completion by: 31st March 2018 
 
Reporting and management 
 
Helen Frost Programme Developer, Arts Award and Artsmark will manage the day-
to-day management of Arts Award.  
 
How to apply 
 
If you are interested in this commission please submit a proposal outlining your 
interest, to include: 
 

 A proposal which includes details of how much of the commission you would 
wish to deliver.  

 Skills and attributes making you or your organisation suitable for the 
commission. Please note that you will need to be a Trinity approved 
trainer. 

 How you will provide a high level of service to Arts Connect 

 How you will manage the commission to ensure good communication with 
Arts Connect and with partners from the education sector. 

 Budget breakdown of costs 

 CVs, max length one page of A4, for the key personnel involved 
 Names and addresses of two referees who are happy to discuss your work 

 
Submitting your Proposal 
 
Please submit your proposal by email to Helen.Frost@wlv.ac.uk  
 
DEADLINE 5pm on 16th March 2017 
 
For further information 
 
If you would like further information or would like to discuss the brief please contact 
Helen at the email address Helen.Frost@wlv.ac.uk or on 0121 446 3204. 
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