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Call for proposals to provide Arts Connect with Artsmark 
services.  
 
Budget is up to a maximum £24,355.00. This is an inclusive fee (to include 
travel costs). 
 
About Arts Connect  
 
Arts Connect is the ‘Bridge’ organisation for the West Midlands that works to improve 
the access and engagement of children and young people aged 0–19 in arts and 
culture. Arts Connect is part of a network of 10 ‘Bridge’ organisations that cover 
each region of England, funded by Arts Council England to provide a development 
infrastructure. It is an initiative that is run by a partnership of The Faculty of Arts of 
the University of Wolverhampton and the cultural organisations based in Birmingham 
working as Culture Central. The current grant period runs until March 2018.   
 
Arts Connect offer a range of development services that broadly seek to do three 
things:  
 

1) to improve the capacity of the cultural sector to engage more young people in 
high quality arts and cultural activity  

2) to raise the level of demand for arts and cultural provision and engagement 
for young people from schools, other public services and potential investors. 

3) to support the growth of Cultural Education Partnerships across the region. 
LCEPs bring together key influencers and activists to develop a new 
infrastructure for promoting and sustaining arts and cultural education 
(further details below) 
  

We meet these objectives in a number of ways such as providing professional 
development, creating new networks, undertaking communications campaigns and 
engaging with school networks. We provide investment for innovation in new 
business models and in order to help organisations to access new resources. We 
promote Arts Council England’s Arts Award and Artsmark schemes. For more 
information on our services and activities please visit www.artsconnect.co.uk  
 
Context for this commission 
 
Background 
 
Arts Connect is funded by Arts Council England to deliver Artmark Award and school 
support activity. 

Developed by Arts Council England, Artsmark is a national award that recognises 
schools’ achievements in the arts and the quality of its creative and cultural 
provision. It is awarded at three levels – Silver, Gold and Platinum. 

http://www.artsconnect.co.uk/
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Artsmark offers a rigorous process and high quality resources to support 
ambitious school improvement. An Artsmark award provides strong 
evidence of how a school is meeting its social, moral, cultural and 
spiritual requirements. 

 
This Commission 
 
Aim 
 

I. To increase the profile and articulate the value of the Artsmark Award to all 
stakeholders in order to increase registrations. 

II. To achieve 95% of schools rating the development days as good or excellent 
in terms of their preparation to progress with their award. 

III. To increase the percentage of schools submitting their Statement of 
Commitment within one term to 95%  

 
 
Commission Budget 

The inclusive fee (to include travel) is up to a maximum of £24,355.00 excluding vat. 
Your proposal must include a full breakdown of costs to include all expenses, goods 
and services. 
 
What are we looking for? 
 
We will commission a supplier or suppliers who can provide: 
 
1. Deliver Artsmark Development Days to groups of school staff. We anticipate 

that there will be a maximum of 25 Artsmark Development Days from April 17 – 
March 18. Suppliers must express for how much of this work they wish to be 
considered (i.e. all 25 days or 5 days etc.) 

 
2. Deliver one to one support to schools following their attendance at the Artsmark 

Development Day. We anticipate that suppliers are able to support 5 schools 
per day and that there will be a total of 30 days support (200 schools). 
Suppliers must express for how much of this work they wish to be considered 
(i.e. all 30 days or 6 days etc) 

 
3. Deliver peer learning sessions where schools come together to work on action 

planning for 2 hrs. We anticipate that there will be a maximum of 20 sessions 
from April 17 – March 18. Suppliers must express for how much of this work 
they wish to be considered (i.e. all 20 sessions or 4 days etc) 

 
4. Deliver a half day briefing session in each Local Authority Area in West Midlands 

(14). Suppliers must express for how much of this work they wish to be 
considered (i.e. all 14 sessions or 3 days etc.) 
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5. Attend a half day meeting with the Programme Developer, Arts 

Award and Artsmark, each quarter at mac, Birmingham. Each 
supplier would be expected to attend these. 
 

6. Attend peer learning visits to other Bridge programmes in England in order to 
learn from their practice. (up to 10 visits for the contract). Suppliers must 
express for how much of this work they wish to be considered (i.e. all 10 days 
or 2 days etc.). 
 

7. We have allocated geographical areas in the region into groups: 
 

Group Geographical areas included 

1 Staffordshire, Stoke, Dudley, Sandwell 

2 Coventry, Warwickshire, Walsall 

3 Solihull, Worcestershire 

4 Birmingham 

5 Shropshire, Herefordshire, Wolverhampton, Telford and 
Wrekin 

 
The supplier(s) will be expected to deliver on all of the points above but must 
detail in their proposal for how much of points 1-6 they wish to be considered. 
Suppliers are also asked to identify which geographical groups they would like to 
cover. 
 

What will Arts Connect provide? 

Room hire 
Catering 
Coordination of events 
Administrative support 
All materials 
 
Timescale 
 
Deadline for proposals: 5 pm on 16th March 2017 
Selection Meeting: TBC 
Contract start date: 1st April 2017 
Completion by: 31st March 2018 
 
Reporting and management 
 
Helen Frost Programme Developer, Arts Award and Artsmark will manage the day-
to-day management of Artsmark Award.  
 
 
How to apply 
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If you are interested in this commission please submit a proposal 
outlining your interest, to include: 
 

 A proposal which includes details of how much of the commission 
you would wish to deliver and which geographical area group(s) you would 
want to cover. 

 Skills and attributes making you or your organisation suitable for the 
commission  

 How you will provide a high level of service to Arts Connect 
 How you will manage the commission to ensure good communication with 

Arts Connect and with partners from the education sector. 

 Budget breakdown of costs 
 CVs, max length one page of A4, for the key personnel involved 

 Names and addresses of two referees who are happy to discuss your work 
 
Submitting your Proposal 
 
Please submit your proposal by email to Helen.Frost@wlv.ac.uk  
 
DEADLINE 5pm on 16th March 2017 
 
For further information 
 
If you would like further information or would like to discuss the brief please contact 
Helen at the email address Helen.Frost@wlv.ac.uk or on 0121 446 3204. 
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