Arts News
for Schools

It’s a diﬃcult time in education.
School funding cuts put pressure on
provision, demands of new
assessments are challenging and the
accountability structure seems
tougher than ever. Yet in diﬃcult
times the greatest creativity and
innovation can be found as we
develop ways to navigate statutory
requirements whilst engaging the
hearts and minds of our children.
I ﬁrmly believe it’s time to take
ownership of the agenda in our
school system, to challenge our own
concepts about pedagogy and
raising standards and to innovate in
providing the very best for our
children so that they will be
thoughtful, active citizens, able to
stand up for themselves and speak
their minds in a future that we cannot
conceive.

and the lake becomes magical, the
struggle for the throne is real and bloody.
To raise standards in reading, in writing, in
reasoning, children need to widen horizons
through imaginative experience and to
share thoughts and emotions through
collaboration. Will this happen practising
‘test style questions’ every day? I don’t
think so. The phrase ‘they can’t answer test
style’ should be banned in return for a free
visit to the theatre.

who led on the Statement of Commitment,
the recruitment of creative practitioners
and delivery in the schools. The creative
practitioners from Infuse Dance worked
with teachers on the progress of the
project, adapting it to suit children better
and demonstrating a direct impact on
standards in core areas. The Arts
Ambassadors organised a joint joyful
celebration which brought together
hundreds of children.

Working within a multi-academy trust
brings challenges and opportunities.
The West Midlands hub of the Elliot
Foundation Multi-Academy Trust has been
growing into a successful group of schools,
but developing links in order to raise
standards across a region with very
diverse schools has been hard. As
Principals we struggled with the question
of how children and staﬀ can communicate
in a meaningful way, it was this that led us
to committing to Artsmark.

If you don’t give children opportunities like
this to shine then you place a ceiling on
expectation, which will aﬀect life chances
forever. Is that what any of us want?
This quote from a teacher about the
project, for me says it all: ‘It felt like we had
connected.’ Constantly cramming children
with a diet of tests and basic skills will only
go so far.

In a KS2 SATs paper, children were asked
to analyse a text where a child rowed a
boat on a lake in her garden, to reach an
island with a monument to her ancestors
following a battle for the throne. How
many children within the West Midlands
can make sense of that when they may not
have access to a garden let alone know
what ancestors are? But step into that
world through drama and performance

Artsmark became a key part of our shared
school improvement journey, each
Principal agreed to invest time and funds
in a shared arts project. But it felt very top
down and Arts Connect’s Arts
Ambassador programme was vital in
addressing this.
The project was run by our Arts
Ambassador teams: teachers and children

In engaging children and
staﬀ through the arts,
in creating that
powerful, profound
emotional
connection,
children (and
teachers) ﬂourish.

Johanne Clifton,
Executive Principal, Billesley
Primary School, Birmingham.
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A Summer of Celebration:
Artsmark

We identiﬁed in our Statement of Commitment that we needed
to develop dance so got a specialist in; she gave PE staﬀ CPD in
dance which grew their conﬁdence and improved dance at our
school shows and also in curriculum provision.
Our strongest area is Music and we additionally gained a Music
Mark from our Music Education Hub.
Our school has always had a buzz about the Arts, but through
Artsmark we created more opportunities; our choir grew from 16

During Y8 I’ve been
completing my Arts
Award Silver. St. Bede’s
also has Artsmark Platinum
status; we were awarded it for
being exceedingly good
performers. I was lucky enough
to go to the Artsmark
celebration where we collected
our award.
For Arts Awards Silver, there are two
units. For the ﬁrst unit, I completed a
‘challenge’. I did photography. I
travelled to diﬀerent locations and took
photos. I found this very interesting; I
discovered new things and improved
my photography skills! For the second
unit, I completed something which
showed ‘leadership’. I led an arts
coding club. I thoroughly
enjoyed the experience!

Combining Arts Award with our Artsmark application was really
important. Arts Connect were invaluable, I received very prompt
and detailed suggestions on improving our application and felt
supported in the whole process.

Mrs R Eastwood, Teacher,
St Bede's Catholic Middle School, Redditch

Chloe, Y8, St Bede's Catholic
Middle School, Redditch
I really enjoy going to
a school with Artsmark
Platinum because it
means we have lots of
support and opportunities to
showcase our talents.
During Y8 I have been completing
my Silver Arts Award. For my
‘challenge’ I composed my own
piece of music for three diﬀerent
instruments, including: the violin,
the ukulele and the keyboard. For
my ‘leadership’ I helped organise the
Christmas extravaganza. It was very
successful.

Since 2015 over 300 schools
have signed up for Artsmark
Congratulations to the 62 West
Midlands schools who have been
awarded Artsmark from September
2017 - July 2018:

14
achieved

Silver

We also got the opportunity to go
to the Palace Theatre to watch a
jazz band, which was amazing
and very inspiring!

Callum, Y8, St Bede's Catholic
Middle School, Redditch

Artsmark can make a huge diﬀerence to your school. Contact us now to get started;
we would love to hear from you. Speak to Helen Frost, helen.frost@wlv.ac.uk
or call 0121 446 3204.
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The new Artsmark process is much better than the old one (we
have been Artsmark Gold twice previously), it really supported
our journey and helped us improve our provision further.

to 130, instrumental lesson numbers increased
and more pupils wanted to join arts clubs.
We elevated the proﬁle of the arts by
introducing Arts Awards into music and
art lessons, encouraging year 4 at feeder
schools to achieve Discover with us and
then continuing their arts journey by
completing Explore in Y7 and Bronze or
Silver in Y8.

36
achieved

Gold

12
achieved

Platinum
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Achieving Platinum
Artsmark Status
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Quality marks and accreditation for schools
provide external recognition and validation for
the great work that is going on, and are a
cause for celebration when they are achieved.
When a school embarks on the Artsmark
journey, they are committing to up to two
years of reviewing, embedding and improving
the arts in their school, so when they come to
receiving their level of either Silver, Gold or
Platinum, we think it is time to celebrate!

A Summer of Celebration:
Arts Award
Celebrating Gold Arts Award
Arts Award is a unique national qualiﬁcation that supports
young people up to the age of 25 to enjoy and engage in
the arts and develop as artists and arts leaders.
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Gold Arts Award enables young people aged 11-25 to develop an understanding
of the skills, knowledge and working practices relevant to their chosen art form.
It allows young people to take responsibility for their own development and to
show their artistic imagination. The Gold Arts Award is a Level 3 Certiﬁcate in the
arts and is an excellent opportunity to develop arts leaders of the future.

The Benefits of Gold Arts Award
At Ellesmere College seven staﬀ are
Arts Award trained in Bronze, Silver and
Gold Level, with two of them trained in
Discover and Explore. All students from Y3 - Y13
have an opportunity to study for an Arts Award
and it is embedded into a weekly
programme of activity for Y10 - Y13.
We are starting to see more students
completing their Arts Award at Gold Level.
Arts Award Gold encourages students to use
independent study skills to focus in on a
particular area whilst learning diﬀerent art forms.
One example of a Gold Arts Award student led and
organised event was our CR8 Arts Evening in January, the
evening showcased students’ musical, dance and dramatic
talents. Live events such as these allow our Gold students to
collect audience feedback and footage to include in their
portfolios. One of our Gold students, Jaimie, has worked
incredibly hard on completing his folder; gaining work
experience at Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, (we were
very jealous!). He is planning on going to Drama school and
has received oﬀers from schools such as RADA and Central.
At least one of these prestigious schools has recognised the
uCAS points that a Gold Arts Award brings with it!

Arts Award Gold has helped me
discover new art forms and develop
key skills such as independence,
collaboration and leadership. Research into
the arts has also taught me a lot and has led
me to do further independent exploration.
Since I set myself the challenge of completing the Arts
Award Gold qualiﬁcation I have gained immense feelings
of accomplishment. I learnt so much, things I'm good at
and areas that could do with some work; after all, we
learn from our mistakes. Being able to work alongside
experts and professionals provided me with an invaluable
insight into the arts industry as well as much enjoyment.

Arts provision at Ellesmere is rich with opportunities
but Arts Award has allowed our students to gain
recognition for something they already love doing.

When Churchill was asked to cut funding to the arts to
support the war eﬀort, he reputedly replied, ‘then what
are we fighting for?’ I believe the arts can often be
undervalued when compared to many other, just as
signiﬁcant subjects. Grabbing with both hands the
opportunities that Arts Award oﬀered greatly supported
my application into Drama School; enhancing immensely
my intended career path into the arts. Even if I hadn’t
wanted to pursue the arts in the
longer term, the lessons I have
learnt thanks to Arts Award
are easily transferable to
virtually any situation,
career or
collaborative
opportunity.

Rachel Schubert,
Director of Drama,
Ellesmere College, Shropshire.

Jaimie,
Y13, Ellesmere College,
Shropshire.

Arts Award Investment Programme
Arts Connect are oﬀering support to schools and organisations who are interested in starting
Arts Award in their settings or progressing beyond oﬀering one level of Arts Award.
Arts Award can be achieved at ﬁve levels, four accredited qualiﬁcations and an introductory award. Through this investment scheme,
we want to extend the reach and delivery of Arts Award and are oﬀering a contribution of £500 towards the cost of Arts Award,
plus training and support for organisations new to Arts Award.

Arts Award can make a huge diﬀerence to your school. Contact us now to get started; we would love to hear
from you. Speak to Becky Thompson, R.Thompson6@wlv.ac.uk or call 0121 446 3204.
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Arts and Cultural Directory

Photo Jack Spicer Adams © Arts Connect

We know that high quality arts provision happens in schools when you work with external artists and
arts organisations. Teachers tell us that one of their biggest challenges is ﬁnding them, usually
relying on word of mouth recommendations from other teachers. To help to support you we are
launching a directory of artists and arts organisations which you will be able to search by area,
Key Stage and art form. Launching in November 2018, the Arts and Cultural Directory for the West
Midlands will be hosted on our website. If you are interested in being one of the ﬁrst to use this
resource or would like to ﬁnd out more please contact: helen.frost@wlv.ac.uk

KEEP IN TOUCH Would you like to hear about our activity, events, meetings, research,
publications, opportunities, programme oﬀers and receive our monthly Education and
Arts & Culture enewsletter? Then sign up here www.artsconnect.co.uk/keep-in-touch/

Autumn Term: Dates for you Diary...
ON YOUR ARTSMARK JOURNEY
Artsmark Development Days

9, 25 October

The ﬁrst step on your Artsmark journey. Reﬂect on what your school
is doing, what you want to achieve through Artsmark and get
expert advice.

Impact and Evaluation

26 October

For those who have submitted a Statement of Commitment and
are thinking about how to evidence achievement.

Case Study Submission
Deadlines

26 October

Submit your case study to Artsmark@artscouncil.org.uk

Case Study Surgery

27 October

This workshop is for those who have submitted a Statement of
Commitment, completed the majority of intended activity and are
writing their Case Study.

LOCAL CULTURAL EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS: EVENTS FOR TEACHERS
Stoke and North Staﬀordshire
LCEP Tea Party for Teachers

24 October,
4pm
Venue TBC

Meet arts organisations, museums and artists who are delivering
fantastic education programmes in the Stoke and North
Staﬀordshire areas. To book please email hello@stokecep.co.uk

Cannock Chase LCEP
Tea Party for Teachers

24 November,
3.30pm
Venue TBC

Meet arts organisations, museums and artists who are delivering
fantastic education programmes in Cannock Chase.

To find out more about LCEP’s and for further details please email Pepita Hanna: pepita.hanna@wlv.ac.uk

OTHER EVENTS
Early Years Moonbeams
Symposium

November,
Venue in
Birmingham

Explore arts and creativity in Early Years with like-minded
professionals. Register your interest at artsconnectwm@wlv.ac.uk

Dates and events may be subject to change. All the events unless stated are held at the Midlands Arts Centre (MAC),
Birmingham. Visit www.artsconnect.co.uk to book your place.

Talk to our Team...
Rob Elkington

Pepita Hanna

Helen Frost

Becky Thompson

Director, Arts Connect
rob.elkington@wlv.ac.uk

Associate Director,
Partnerships and
Investment
pepita.hanna@wlv.ac.uk

Senior Programme
Manager: Artsmark
helen.frost@wlv.ac.uk

Arts Award Manager (P/T)
R.Thompson6@wlv.ac.uk

T: 0121 446 3204 E: artsconnectwm@wlv.ac.uk
Sign up for our newsletter: www.artsconnect.co.uk
artsconnectwestmids
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